Carrying My Cross

(N1V) Matthew 16:13-27

13 When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do
people say the Son of Man is?” 14 They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say
Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15 “But what about you?” he
asked. “Who do you say I am?”16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of

the living God.”

17 Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you
by flesh and blood, but by my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you that you are Peter, and
on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. 19 I will
give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in

heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.”

This is one of the most exciting passages of Scripture. We love to read this one. We love

to quote it. But the passage in its full context doesn’t stop there.

20 Then he ordered his disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.

21 From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem
and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the
law, and that he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life. 22 Peter took him

aside and began to rebuke him. “Never, Lord!” he said. “This shall never happen to you!”

23 Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to

me; you do not have in mind the concerns of God, but merely human concerns.” 24 Then



Jesus said to his disciples, “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and
take up their cross and follow me. 25 For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but
whoever loses their life for me will find it. 26 What good will it be for someone to gain the
whole world, yet forfeit their soul? Or what can anyone give in exchange for their soul? 27
For the Son of Man is going to come in his Father’s glory with his angels, and then he will

reward each person according to what they have done.

1. Carrying my cross means denying myself
2. Carrying my cross means following Him

John 10:10 My sheep listen to my voice; | know them, and they follow me.

John 12:12 Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I am, my servant also will be. My

Father will honor the one who serves me.

1 Corinthians 1:11 Follow my example, as | follow the example of Christ.

3. Carrying my cross is not forever!

First Timothy 1:4-8 1In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living
and the dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I give you this

charge: 2Preach the word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and
encourage—with great patience and careful instruction. 3For the time will come when
people will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will
gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to

hear. 4They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths. 5But you,



keep your head in all situations, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, discharge

all the duties of your ministry.

6For | am already being poured out like a drink offering, and the time for my departure
is near. 71 have fought the good fight, | have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8Now
there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge,
will award to me on that day—and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for his

appearing.

1 Peter 4:4 But rejoice inasmuch as you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you

may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed.

Romans 8:8 | consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that

will be revealed in us.

William Penn said, “Christ's Cross is Christ's way to Christ's Crown.”

Hast thou no scar?

No hidden scar on foot, or side, or hand?

I hear thee sung as mighty in the land,

I hear them hail thy bright ascendant star,
Hast thou no scar?

Hast thou no wound?

Yet | was wounded by the archers, spent,

Leaned Me against a tree to die; and rent

By ravening beasts that compassed me, | swooned:
Hast thou no wound?

No wound? No scar?

Yet, as the Master shall the servant be,

And pierced are the feet that follow Me;

But thine are whole; can he have followed far
Who has no wound nor scar?

(Amy Carmichael)
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